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INTERVIEWER:
INTERVIEWEE:
August 5, L982
No. O29

KaLlIl Hunt
JOHN EIJKINGTON

rNT: r am at the home of Brother John Erklngton who had a greatdeal to do with the buLldlng of the Poryneslaricutturar center andrater on stayed as the coordlnator and chlef of the Maorivilrage... so much more than that...and Brother John Elklngton wilrelaborate on that l-n detail. John, durlng what perlod of tirne andin what capacitles were you lnvotved wlth- tht p;lynJsran culturalCenter?

JF: Welt, _1.. th. early -part of L963, KalLrl', r was butLdlng achaper Ln wer}ington, t'tew zearand. r recelved an urflnt call fromPresident wendall Mendenhal-r. He was at that time ln-charge of thebutlding committee, the chalrman of the Bulrdlng commlttee for thewhole church. He tord me that r had to catch a plane to go toHamllton to meet wLth hlm. Thls I dld.
on arrlval, we had a meeting that he cal-ted with some of the MaorLleaders and he lnformed us that he was formlng 

" ""*rnittee to buLtda- buiLdJ-ng for the ' Po-l ynes{an Cul-tural center whl-ch was Ln theplannlng stagee. And he wanted a carved Maorl meetlng house
luthentlcalry bullt and In dol_ng this, he carred me as chaLrman.wtth a number of others we foimed " commlttee with a crew ofbetween sixteen and sometlmes thrrty peopr€. we started theproJect that lncruded all the- carvlng, -ro.re., paneJ-s, and everythingthat was necessary to buLt-d thls butiatng. that started rlght fromthg plannlng stages. we had to draw pians for the carved housesand we found out that there was to be three at the Center, whenwe had the plans drawn, it was necessary to get 

" "r"" of carversto carve arr. the.carvlngs, the panels, -th";"p"" ;;d then a crewof ladies to do the weaving. nven before t-nai, tt 
"ur necessaryto get the necessary materlars and so we got drffereni peopre, toonumerous to name, but from all over New Zeal.and. Thi; wi, aorr..The crews went Lnto the forest to get the materlar ior the wovenpaneJ.s and along the beaches lnto the sand $re used to get th;for the colored materials to also do the weaving. And thenas $re coll-ected the materlals out of the bush, they,ere ayea-;;eprepared and drled for the weavers. And then,- when air thematerlal was done, incrudlng the tLmber for the rogs for the tofucarvlngs, they were dried and tannelized and pr6parea for thecarvers. And then, when thl_s was all done, the iori< went forwarduntll the compretJ-on Ln New Zearand of atl the prelJ.minary part.rt _was onry reft then, of course, to take thlngs -and crate tnlm upand send them over to Hawal-l and to bulrd t[e bulrdings tnere.-whtre thl-s was golng oD, it was determlned that it woul"d be awonderfuL thl.ng if we had a Maori workman to be on disptay at the

!:!!:"-ihe peopte coutd actualty see wtrat the slze of thie r6gs th;athese large canoes were made of and a llttte blt of hlstorf aboutthe voyagtng of our people as they travered from island to Lsrand.
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Fortunat€ry, r remembered.as.a young mr.sslon6ry, probabty r.n thenorthrand of N9w l_e9rand, that tfiey iere carvlng a rarge canoe andthls was back ln L949. As a rnlssidnary up ln th6 northrand, r usedto pass through on my bike through air iifrerent -arlas and r saw!tt9* worki-ng on lt and r knew tt had never been flnlshed. And sor traveled up to Klkua in the northland, and tn""" r met thedLfferent people'and arl of them had forgotten about l-t. rcontacted the old chlef of the area, Henry wr-tr.hera and wlth hr_mand some of the rocal construction people, we went l-nto the forestand Bure enough, .there ray thls cano6 in the rorest and we wereable to get permr-ssr.on to take thts down to Hamr-r.ton. They hadbeen usLng Lt there as a watering trough for the cattle and it wasdecayed ln some areas. rn Hamirton -we repaired it and then wetannerized lt to make sure that there wasnrt any rotten pieces inthe hurI. They were cut out and new pieces put in. And we werefortunate {n belng ab'e to get prlnceis Tepura, who was arlve atthe time. to come and supervise the actuaf 
""i"i'"g r" front andback of the canoe and around the sides. Thr.s was.ir done by ourcarvers under the dlrection of an experl-enced carver that tne 6ueenhad sent to us.

INT: Do you remember hls name?

JEi No, r cannot at this polnt. rrlr have to look inmy recordsand flnd it, whlch r wilr oo, for you. He has stnce-passea away andthis is, r berieve, one of hls rist canoes he was iesponsJ.bte forcompletlng. l.d though not a member of the cn"icrr, -n" 
worked onthat proJect for six or seven months without 

""y-rlr,umeratlon atarr. when this was presented, his tlme was gtv6n to the church.And when tt r,inalry came that the canoe was compreted, there hadbeen aome talk that Lt was ryrong for the otd north monopory chiefto glve lt to the church and th6re was some tatk that they wantedto be pald for lt, wanted a renumeration. And BO, wlth thts inmJ-nd, Hgnry wltihera, the chref, and hls eldest son came to see meand we dLscussed the probrems Lnvorved ln glvlng thl-s to the Churchor the Church buytng it. I mentioned to lfre o-f a Chlef that to meIt woul-d be more "banga", more power, if he made the glft to thechurch. The peopre would always -say that thts greau chr-er actu"iitpresented the canoe to the Church, and so he -nrade the statementl''Katikeo", or "that.ls right.,, He told hLs son tnit there wourd
Fg ro charges against the church. But there had been ,"r"-""p;;;e;that were owed to the varlous commlttees that p""p.r.a this ;;;;;which was orLgi-natry lntended gs a glft to Klnj cetrge v of nngrandon his vl-sit, _which_, owing to his dLath, didnit everituate. And sothese were arr pald and tne canoe flnatly was sent on lts way toHawaLL.

My wife and r and one daughter, Kara Moana she now rives inHawaiL, marrJ.ed a HawaLian boy -- we stayed Ln Hawail and arrlvedtn 1-963' along with others that had already been nere, mlsslonarLesfrptn all over the Paclfic. we Jolned wttn them l"n asslstJ-ng to
2
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bulld the Maorl vlr.rage -- puttlng the buirdlngs up, attachlng thecarvJ-ngs, pracing the woven paneti and then a"i"g-[h" rooflng andall the work that was neces-saiy to comptete the buitdtng, inctudingthe fence around the outside. while rL were doing thls , of course,each of the other vLlrages ---- samoa, Tonga, rahllt, HawaLl, riji-:-- t-!9v had groups that were doJ-ng the eame as we were and r coutdreadJ-Ly see that thLs was golng tb ue a tremenaous proJect.
Even ln those stages, it created a rot of interest. peopre wourdcome ln to view the buLtdlngs and to aee the carvirrg". And so ltwas a great day, fInally towards the end.of L963, In. Dedr.cationof the Porynesian cul-tural center. rt flnalry came, and of ";;;;;;we had a group from New Zealand. There vyere a hundred and a;;tydancers and sLngers came up especlally for the Dedlcatl-on of thecenter and they performed for tne oeaftatory servlces. r had theprJ-vlrege of giving the croslng prayer and there is an amusl-ng partto this. The.Porynesian speatieis, of course, are known for thelroratory and lt took so much tlme that by the time r came to gLveth9 closLng prayer, everyone had been si.tttng rn-ttre hot sun fora few hours and a tot of them ryer9 ready to tJtnt. so r Just saldJ,n my prayer, "Thank-.Thee, Lord, for this occaslon, in the name ofJesus chrlst, Amen. " And some of the Generar huthorltLes andothers that were there ln the hot sun said that's the sweeteetprayer theyrd ever heard and r can remember that wlth a smlre.
And, of course, we were prtvtleged to go on wtth the cholr from Newzeal"and. we sang in the tabernact6 in sart r.ake clty. TheTabernacLe choLr came off from theLr seats ln the tabernacle andsat down and vrere our audLence. And we went up and Alexanderschrel-ner, the great orgbnist, actuarly played the-organ for us aswe aang three or four numbe_rs._ rt 3us[ s6 nappenea, as a youngBranch PresLdent Ln New Zearand, t c-arrea a si;teen-year-o1d boynamed Gerry ottley to be the fLrst choir master and the cholrdirector of our branch cholr. He happened to be the MlsslonPresldentrs son at that tlme, so he atluarry knew many of theslngers because they happened to be labor rilsslonaries at thetemple and corlege proJects l-n New zealand. of course, now GerryLs the conductor of the Tabernacr-e chor-r. And ;t wlth tearsstreaml-ng down hl-s eyes, he told the choir who we were and that wewere Lnstrumental in hls taklng an lnterest in music. And so fromthat humble beglnning ln a rlttle branch cholr in New Zeatand, he.vtas to become one of the great conductors of the cholrs of'theworld. Hers stll1 conductor of the Tabernacle Cholr, and so thatw-as a very wonderful experl-ence that I had through our work wLththe PoJ.ynesian Cultural Center.

I was asked by PresJ-dent Von Cllssold lf I'd 1lke to stay in Hawal-Land work for the center and r agreed to thls. He told fre, ,,rr youhave permanent resldeDCy, you can live here. " And when presldent
Mendenharl got to hear of thls, he sald, ,'John, above other thLngs.we need to have you go back to New zealand. However, w€ want louto,l'serve on the Board of Dl-rectors wlth others rfio have been
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caLred' r' so r went back to New zealand. r $ras prlvireged to cometo HawaLl at various tlmes for our meetr.ngs, 
""tr-i tn" death ofPresldent McKay, when r was released rrom- the Board. But eversince those days, r fert a very, very deep affectlon and r_ove forthe Center and have a real interest Eher".

o1e o{ my responstrbl-lttLes was, of course, in those days, to serectarl the Chlefs ana it was never hard to find a chlef from Newzealand to come and serve at the center. we had peopre that woutdreave Just about ^anythtng to be a chl-ef at the noiynlsran curturarcenter. And so they came here and served two, tfrree, four yearsand made thelr contribution. Tylle Davis was one dr the e;;i;chlefs and his wife, PatrJ.cla. And then we had Joe and MirlleTeNgaJ-o who herped us in the orlglnar bulrdlng .rro ,"r. on theoriginal commLttee. They $rere atso chlefs Jnd served at theculturar center three or four years. Then we had Dan and HazerRuruku and thelr daughter, Roma, who was a very beautiful glrr ;eshe made a very bj-g J.mpact. Her plcture was on posters throughoutHawali. r had seen some of tnem aLmost erierywhere r went,J-ncludlng New zearand. And my brother, l,ladsen and hl_s wlfe alsoserved for a perlod of time as a chief. _Th.y urougnt thelr f;ii;and made a great contrlbutLon. Actually, he b6came a vlrragecoordr-nator and stayed here for flve years. And the later onesthat came were LLllian and Tom Kursel,-and Barney chrLsty and hlswife, MarJorle, camb back as carvers. sld crawford, one of thegreat readers of the church ln New zeatand, g,r"it -stlr.. president
and Bl-shop, and nbw counselor in the Stake 'pr-esiden"y, 

he came andserved ln an advlsory capaclty at the curturat ceiier. And myfather, who is now -eighty-four or eighty-flve years ota came and
:pelt three years here, also wlth h1s -wlfe, ina worked on thehistory and all aspects of the center. He has contrlbuted a rotto the Center through hls writings and research. rtrs ue"r-.re"yhelpfuJ-. ThLs is atr lelng done, of course, because of thelr lovefor theLr culture and for the church, whlch rs ine-pri*" influencel-n gettlng these peopLe to come here. rt I s 6een great andwonderfur to see how close the dlfferent curtures nav6 uecome.Werve al"I learnerl_ to appreciate each otherrs contrlbuti-on 

";d-Iil;iwerre arl related and that werre arr one people, unlted togeth-runder the Church. The Gospel has brought-us-togetner here and Ifeer that this is one of the great missiona"y- piograms of theChurch. From lts humble begJ-nnlngs, it has rurffrrea alr of theexpectatlons that those men that were lnsplred, and rrii-menti;;a few I feeL that dld much to bring thts about.-

Of course our Prophet, president McKay; then there was MatthewCowley who was one of those who actualiy had the l-nspLratlon 
"rravLsLon and was glven that dLrectLon. and ne passed tnrs mantte onto hlendall Mendenhall- and Von clissotd, who hd knew personarty and,of course, these two men got behtnd the whore progiam and we havethls beautl-fur Lal-e Tempre and the Polyneslan Curtu-ral Center whLchis,- along with the UnLversJ-ty, the heart of thls great communlty.Wl$hout these three great tnstttutlons, I supposJ tt woutd stiLt-
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P" _ " ste-epy rlttre town in the ml_ddle of the cane f l_elds. Buttoday ltrs kn-own_ throughout the world. rtrs been an rnstrument intraJ-nlng hundreds, r'|d even say thousands of theli young men andwomen, gLvlng 
-th9m htgher educatlon through bei_ng iure -t" -g" -to

Brlgharn young unlversity. And as they wor[ed at fhe center, theyw€re able to pay for thelr.schooling.- Thts l-s a wonderfur ini"gir thtnk this ls re-allY why the Lord f,as been so kl-nd to us, becauselt has been for the beneflt of Hre sons:"r,4-a.,rghti"". r heardmany of my brothers and slsters, our own child-ren have had anopportunlty to work in the center and havF been nlipr"r. My,ri"has worked Ln the Center for many years! sne rs -;tru ;;rtf;;there and we are able to support ouf son on i *r"E"" through herefforts at the center. so t -ve got a rot to u" gi"t"r"r rorl 
";;;though r put probabry the best y6ars of my rlfe in the buirdlng ofthe center and r came back and took part ln it when tne center wasdeveloped further and the size is n6arry, or couise,'o.r.3 doubredto what J-t ortglnatr.y was. And t camd back agitn 'ana worked r.nbulldlng the addltlons to atl the villages.

INT: John, what year was that?
JE: That was Ln october of 1973 when r returned wlth my friend.The two of us had earLler served m{ssions and we $rere the two thatcame back to Hawall, !_o work on the extensLons to the center. ofcourse, I stayed untll thls was completed. Thls was two or tnreeyears later -- two years later -- ana r worked for a short tLme l-nconstructlon, maLhtenance constructlon for the Cultural center andthen r had the- prlvLrege -- even though r ,had served and worked atthe center, r had never been a chr-ef or tne vriiage. - 

so r had theprivlrege of servlng a short tlme, two years, as the chlef of theMaorl virrage. And so, Karlri, ds r tarl wrt'h yo,, {nr, afternoon,there have bee.n. some hlght tghts ln my llfe that -r wttL never forget
1. ty assocLatlon wlth the center. one was that one tl-me r hadfLve of my chLrdren dancing rn the nlght show and they were goingto schoor or thetr husband! or wlves-were.golng to schoor. Theywere dancLng and that was a thrill to me t5 go-and 

".. the nfghtshow and see them there.
Arso, it was a prlvllege to be sel"ected by presl-dent Cravens to bethe Chalrman of the welcomlng committee for the presldent of theChurch on his fLrst vlslt. r was the carpenter J.n the construction.part of the Center and he cal_Ied me tn ana sald, ,,f,oot<, ;;;;;-;6t-PresLdent Kl-mball coming. I want you to be the chairman of ffrecommittee. Now this is a rittre urt out of the ordlnary, but ifeel that you shourd be the man to set thls committee up.-rr'

And so I worked with all the chLefs at the, Center and asslsted themLn-welcomlng President Kimball ln hts fljrst vlslt to the Center.ThLs to me, was one of the great experiences of my rife when theProphet came, because r knew aftei meetlng hlm that he had aspeclal place for the descendants of Lehl anb that he had 
" 

g"""ilope for them. At the banquet, ds he sat down wlth the worf,"rr,
5
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as they sat on the floor and kneeled Potyneslan-atyte wlth sLsterKl-mbarl, r knew that l^te had a.Prophet of bod in o,rr'*ra"t and thatthe Lord approved of the center lnd that therers a great purpoeeand plan. '

This was reafflrmed a few years later when presl-dent Kimbalt cameback to HawaLl to' dedLcate the Hawail"an Temple. And r r^ras one ofthe fortunate o-neil who happened to be servlng on the Htgh councllat the tLme and we were asslgned to stay wtfn tne prophet durlngthe tirne that he stayed here l-n HawaLr ana for the area conferencethat was later herd J-n Honolgru. He stayed ln the hotet and on twoor three occaslons r vras abte to actualry stt and talk to theProphet. He called me lnto hls room once Lt the KuLLlma and satdown and he spoke to me about the center for about a half 
"" n""",and after speaklng wtth the prophet, r knew thet the center had agreat purpose to perform Ln_ the Gosper pran in these ratter a.vs.And then we moved to HonoLulu and ad tne hoter rn wir*i-ki where westayed, we were Just a room avray from the fropnet. After one ofthe area conferences, he came out of hls noom and r happened to bestandJ-ng in the corrr-dor and he sald, ,,Brother niirngion, how wouldyou like to wark wlth the Prophet along the sands oF w"r*rki?,, Sowe went downstalrs, and Slster Klmball dtd not feer tlke warkrn!along the beach, but r went on wlth the Prophet and we spent three-quarters of an hour warking along the 6eacn- - epart from hr_ssecretary, there was no one else there. And r can truthfulry saythat my rife hasnrt been quite the same slnce that experienc6.

I was se}ected, along with. two other po1J-cemen from the HonotuluPorlce Department, and went to a ueac-h party. rt r^ras a banquetthat was put on by fr{ends of presldeit KimbaLL ana presldentTanner. Arl the Generar Authorltl-es and the Flrst prestdency r^rerethere wlth thel-r wLves. There were three of us there and as we satout ln the cars_ waltJ-ng, these two Honoturu policemen said to me,'rDo you thlnk theyrre gotng to give us anythi-ng to eatz,' r sald,"Look Brethren, wetre here.w_rth-ine prophel of bod 
"tta 

n.rd never,ever leave us out here while he ate fi there.,' ena rrd h;"eiyflnlshed these words when 
- 
a-- messenger came and sald, ,,yourre

lnvlted LnsLde to the banquet."so we w6nt inside to the banquet anda terrl-fLc dlnner was put on. Actuarry, l-t was the beach home ofthe PresLdent of the Tempre. He owns the prace -"nA-r 
thlnk Lttsstitl there

After the btg dl"nner $ras over, he said, ,,Brother ErkLngton, r lovePolyneslan mus^lc. r kno$r you can slng." r donrt know [ow he rcnew,but-he saJ.d, -r know you can sing, Jo werll get yo"-to entertainus. " I saLd to the two HawallJn poticemen- that were wlth us,"Look, rrve never known a Hawair-an lrtat cqn't sl-ng. rf you uoy!donrt know how to slng, yourre in trouble."
one of them sal-d to me, 'rl,ook, r am one of the few HawalLans thatgan't sing, but my buddy used to be an entertainer in WaLklkl andhe,l'can slng Maorl songs, 6rr the songs, Hawalian songs.,, And so

t
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I asked the host if he had any ukuleles or guitars and they broughtout two beautiful Martin ukuleres and a grittar and, of c6ur"", -*eprayed and sang for the prophet. And, of course, there were quitea few good singers that were there and lt lasted for about an tio.rr.When we got through, Presldent Tanner mentioned to me that theProphet should return home and bring the meetJ-ng to a ctose and Iannounced this. Fresident Kimball siid, ,,Have y6u got a couch thatr can recrine on?" of course they saJ-d, ,'yes.,, 3o they broughiit out. He taid back on this and he said, ,,Now, Brother nlttngt5n,r want you to start arr over again, and don't mlss a song.r sowith the Prophet there and the beautiful nloon over the beacl thereat...I canrt think of the name of the pIace...
INT: Kolkai?

JE: No, itfs out the other way where the oir refinery is.
INT: Makaha?

JE: No. They had a great footbarr team out there.
INT: Oh, Waianae.

JE: waLanae. rt's on the walanae coast and it's a lLttrevillage before Wal-anae. It was a beautifur night and the moon wasup there and we were singJ-ng to the Prophet. -Because of that onemeetJng that he had there with us, it's because of this trlp toHawaii that at chri-stmas, he always has a party and a tittre groupof Polynesian sJ-ngers in Salt Lake and utah that always go tnereand sing for the prophet. rtrs an annual thing and my -aaulnter isa member of this group and every year she says the er6phet-says to
It"l, "Now you terr your Dad r rove your nruslc." And even tfroughhers been l-r1 recently, they stlIl went last Chrl-stmas and had theopportunlty to sing for the prophet.

so, Kal-ilL, these are some of the hJ-ghrights, things that rremember. Some are so wonderful that I uoulbn't help but marvelat. The vl-sit of the Tongan Klng and we enJoyed that, and then thePrlme Minlster of Samoa and hls vislt to tne Center. There wereterrific ceremonial occasions.

lle saw Polynesian culture at its best. And I had the privJ-Iege ofhostlng our own Queen, Oueen Kalihikahi through the Center oi twooccasLons. She loves the Center.

And so, from very smalt beglnnings, Brothers and sisters andfrl-ends, ds we make this recording yourre rl_stening to, my mindgoes back through the mud and the brush and the rain to g;t thematerials for the carved house and it's been worth it. Of course
my life has been more or less tied up with the Center and it's anassocLation that has contrlbuted greatry to my children and mygrandchildren. My wlfe and I will be eternally grateful for tha
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tl.me-we spent at the Center and the help that they,ve glven ourchildren, of gettlng an educatlon and delng auie'to go to theBrlgham Young_universLty-HawaLi. Therers iot much- more that rcould say. r t l-r be happy to research some of those f"opr" and givethem to you. You could wrLte to them and make thie narratlve aLlttle bLt more comprete. werr, thank you very much and ar.oha.
INT: Thank you.

(TranscrLberIs notatLon: The_followl-ng is a separate intervLewwlth John Elkl-ngton wLth regard to tape iecorded iritervtews he madeln New zeaLand wtth severai older ch-urch members. )

JE: Another part of thls we. had compreted, actuarry, the programat Hawaii and it yqg suggested to rie that some of'tn" ord andorLginal members of the church who Jolned the church way back whenthe church fLrst came to New Zealand, that remembered themlssLonarles travellng two by two and arrl"var and a lot of the otdhJ-story. These peopie were gettlng qulte ord and 
"rtnr' a fewyears were golng to pass on. a-nd so, wrtn thls ln mlnd, rpurchased a tape recorder and r traveled tnroughout the mainbranches of the dl-strLcts of the church in New zearand andl-ntervLewed some of these old stallrarts.

For Lnstance, there sras stewart Meha who was one of the first l_nNew zearand to go to sart Lake to the Temple. He went wlth agroup. He vtas a young mbn at the tlme. rt ilas whLre he was therethat he mentioned to the pro?het lhat perhaps there ,.. . group ofdescendants of Lehr. through Hagoth the greit voyagei wno had comeback to the Tempre, to fne- r.l9 they,t .reft.'-i;, of course,durLng the wercomr-ng speech by the pr6phet Joseph rrlrat"g smJ"th,who.trad spent some time rn Hawalt as a mlssldn".y,- h" r.nformedBrother Meha and alL the Maorls that were there rn tfrit first g"o,rp
lhat they were the descendants of Lehi and that they were some ofthose,_ atong wLth thelr early ancestor, Hagoth, who had gone outinto the PacLfic and were preserved by 

-the 
lana or ihe r.oro unttlthis, the day of the restoiation of t[e Gospel.

And so I actually intervlewed these people and talked to them airdthey put their memorles down on tape and we have them in thearchl-ves now at the Brigham young Unlverslty.

the5ers Porly Duncan, the flrst Polyneslan ln New zealand or MaorLto be the Presl"dent of the Rellef Society for the Mlssion. We haveher testl-mony. She also was the mother tn the home rn"." the Bookof Mormon and the DoctrLne and Covenants $rere translated by Matthewcowley. rt vras ln her home and she told us about thr; in herremarks.
rl'
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?r^ii rrAnd James piury from Hawkes Bay. of course, w€ arr know thatHawkes Bay is where the church iealIy grew. There was the firstMaori cotreqe or the flrst corr-ege i; lne pacriic, ana mv fatherand my wlfets father were actuarr! students at the,'tney carred ttthe MAC. rt was destroyed in, r tntnt lt was Lgz1'earthquake, buta lot of the l"eaders ln the church l-n New zealand actualry wentthere as students., of course the present schoorrn! aevetoped outof the_accomplLshments of what tha[ school dld for ine cn,rrch. rtwouLd be Lnterestlng to know Irm a rugby mangreatest rugby ptayers of att tlmes was a islu&ent there --- George
Iepl-a, a great arL back. And arso, we' had some of the g".iifootbalr prayers who came to the schooi from si*oa-""d Tonga. Theyall went to MAC. And r thtnk that was the flrst reratl-onJnrp th;iy-as actuarly lntercurturar there at that school. we naa a Chlefthere from Tahlti who actual-ly played footbal-r wltn George Nepiaand he was a Chtef here at pCC for hany years.

JE

INT !

INT:

JE:
Church.

Brother MapuL ? &fii,u!,u,

Yes, Brother MapuJ..

He saLd he was a fullback for that team.

Yeah, And so, lt had lts place ln the devel0pment of the

a teacher there that
thatrs conductl-ng the
school at the otd MAC

t_

Then at the home 'of Brother provlclnr- we taped hls testJ_mony.
Just down the road, of course, $ras the bulns of the ord schooldestroyed by the earthquake. My dad was the presldent of the oldBoys AssocLatLon when the new schoot was deveropea.- -i 

".*ember atthe annual conferences that they used to meet, they used to carlthem Hul- Tau or "annuar conference." Most of theri were herd atHawkes Bay and a speclal mornlng was gLven and we|d march down, andall the chlrdren and grandchltdren oi tne students of MAC wout_dmarch down to the rulns of the old school and have a sunriseservice and then sJ.ng a fer^l songs. That was lmplanted on mymemory as a young boy, attendlng those meetlngs.
One of those that were associated wlth the old school was Arler F.BalLff. He $ras on the staff of the Brigham voung unlversity upuntiL recentry. r thlnk he Just retlred. But he was a tealne-rthere and came back as Mlsslon presldent.

Presldent Sydney Geral_d Otttey he was
became MlssLon president. tt,s hls sonTabernacle Cholr now. He actually taught
College

And there $rere others. waLter smlth, who wrote a lot of Maorimuslc and songs that became very popular ln New zearand, taught myo.F. He wrote the song, "Beneath the Maorl_ Moon,', and a l_ot of the

{ r'l
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I^tonderfur tunes that became very popul.ar in New Zealand, not onlyamongst the members, but natlonally. He was a great schoolteacher.

I donft know Lf I mentLoned lt, but my wlfers father was the firststudent who enrolled there at the school.,And whl-le he was there,of course, he met. my dad. They used to always kl-d me later thattheyrd planned that I would marry his aaugnter. It's been atremendous unlon and r am gratefut for those sludents in those dayswho had these dreams and dreamed these dreams for their childrenand descendants to come.

Itrs also i_nteresting to note -- and I Just put this as a sidelight-- maybe of interest. -rt was my father-in-lawrs youngest son whowas born brLnd and deaf. It was at a visit Uy tu-tth6w Cowley toour little ward that he brought his son in and he asked my faiher,the Branch President, to get President Matthew Cowley to 6l-ess theboy. And I happened to be the usher at the door and I carried thlsIl-ttl"e kid up and Preside.nt Cowley sald, I'Oh, this is a big baby.Diq" he give you a name?" The nranch president said, ,,Tlhis is
1efi,.'iarjt$neryL1s son and he wants ygu to give hlm a name and a btessingancl whlle you are blessing him, President Cowley, he wants you togive him.his eyesight. Hers blind. " President Cbwrey, telriirg thestory later, mentioned that llke an electric shock went throrighhim. He said he had enough faith because of the faith of thefather of the boy, and he gave him, Brother cowley gave him ablessing and bressed him that hls stght wourd be rlsforea. ofcourse that boy grew up to be the first of the chitdren to gothrough the Temple and hold the Priesthood. So what a tremendousthing. And so Matthew Cowrey was one of the great GeneratAuthorities, and all that werre seeing now I think -he envlsioneda lot of this.

rNT: Can I ask you a questJ-on about the carved house? So manyof the BYU faculty members say that Brother Cowrey envisioned thecarved house for people to travel over to do the Temple work herein Laie.

JE: weL1, r thtnk they got thls brought about by his originalstatement. r can remember reading this. He dedicated th; ordchapel, Laie chapel here, 6s a Generar Authority and in hisremarks that he made he sald that he envisioned having a Maorivillage here where peopte could come and stay and go to ttie Temp1e.And, of course, having their own Tempte ln New zeaiand construcied,this hasnrt been necessary. I thlnk ln his orlglnal statement ii:was to that effect. rt would be a prace where the peopre couldactuall-y live while they were here from the dl-fferenC lslands. Ithink he envisioned, the orlglnar concept was that it wourd be aliving center where the people would actually rive, stay, sreep,cook, and something tike that. They have a iimltar thing in N-ewZearand, ln Rotorua. rtfs very similar to that. They actuatrylive. They have hot coats and do their cooking rtght ttere. Tha

1_O

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 B

YU
-H

aw
ai

i A
rc

hi
ve

s



vl-sitors and tourists, ds they come through, can actually see it.r understand that at one time that was thought of, but thegovernment department concerned in Honolulu did not look-too kindlyupon that sort of a program.- rf they wanted to do that type-oithing here it wourd have to be upgraded qulte a blt. so that,snever happened.

t

t_

rNT! So you feer that Matthew Cowley did see a Cul-turar center?
JE: Well, I thl_nk that what hethatrs what we have today.

SaW r^taS along villages, and

Brother Clissold was the Stake President here and Temple president
and Mission President in Japan and he had qulte an tifruence inthis area. So he was willing to help Mendenhall immensely insele-cttng personnel and calling the tabor missionaries, not -onry
to do the center, but arso the university. of course, BrotherMendenharl at that time was the Chairman of the pacific Board ofEducation, and Lt was his working under the dlrection of president
McKay that we got all the schools in the pacific and the cnipeis.That atr came unde_r the great tabor missionary program. when weheard that president cowrey died r was worlrnj as a rabormissionary in Hamirton where the Tempre and colreg6 is. And ildheard that the Iast New Zealanper,.that tatked with Matthew Cowf eywas Kurner, Brother wirriam Kftrnffi. His son stan rives here i;Hawaii and is a teacher. Brother Kurner and hl-s wife happened tobe visitlng Sart Lake at the tlme and they had spoken to Matthewcowley not long before he died -- maybe a -aay or iwo before. AndsO when he arrived back, r thought tomyself, ',r wonder, president
Cow1ey must have sal_d something to him. "

So I made a point of going to see Brother Kerner and I asked him,"Brother Kurner, I understand you are the last New Zealander to seeMatthew cowrey_ before he passed a$ray in Los Angeres. " He said,
"Yes. " I said, "I have had a strange intutti5n that presideni
Cow1ey said something to you before he died that was of interestto the work werre doing." He sald, "yes, he did. The one thi;;that he said was 'Brother Kurner, r may not see you again, bufdonft be afraid. you tell my peopre in New zealand aoi't womybecause a man by the name of Wendall Mendenhall wirl be asslgnelto carry on the work. I "

And so, I hadnrt even met Wendall then, but lt was that testJ-monythat I knew that someday Brother Mendenhall would turn up j-n lleizealand and would spearhead this. werl, it was about two yearslater that he actualty came. He was on a worrd tour, he an& ntswife, Just traverring around alt over. They stopped at the cottege
and the project there and we put a wetcomd out for them. we'd h;dtroubLe in gettl-ng support for that proJect at generat headquarters
and so he promised us that he would go and see the prophet when he
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got back. And so he dld. He went there and lt wasnrt t-ong beforehe arrived in New Zeatand wlth the prophet. rt was durlng thatvisl-t that he .eventual_ly got hls assJ-gnm-ent as the Chalrman of theBuLrding commlttee and wab responsibft, not _onry ror tne paclfic,but for the buirdlngs througtiout the world. And so thatrs mytestl-mony of Brother Mendenhatt.

so working at the center was Just part of thls great program andso as r see it today, we have a rol to be grateiui-for. r woutdItke to see one day that thls recognltiori u"- g1""" to BrotherMendenhat-L. we erected, $re had a sclotr., that ,rE.a-to be on theisland where the musiclane prayed at the ceinter and it stated thereof hls contrLbutl-ons to the cutturat center. r wourt llke to seethat go back because his wLfe and famlry are stlrr arlve.
r remember that when we fLnlshed the new additlon to the newtheater, he actuarry came here and stayed and worked nlght and dayarong wLth us who were workers to see inat it was completed. youknow, he dled shortLy afte: its compretJ_on, but one of the greatl-oves that he had was the Poryneslan- culturar center. r taLkedwlth President cllssold on hlJ rast vlslt here. He actuarly tatkedwlth you, too, r understand. He came here and met wlth us and hereaffLrmed that. They also dLd something and ilm going to mentLonthis so J-t can be kept for later years.
They wanted to bulld a monument someday to the rabor mJ-ssionaryprogram. wlth thls in mlnd, they tootr a plctuie or selecteddLfferent ones from dLfferent'cultu-res with tfretr worklng crotheson Just before they flnished the rast stage of tne -cent6r. Th;thad the Hawar-ians there. They had the Tongan plumbers, the brtckLayers, painters.

They vrere arr. represented wtth their work, thelr hard hats, somewtth hard hats and troweLs ln their hands. r remernber when theywere taklng the photo, presldent crlssord said, ,,w"rra"rr, why donrtyou go and Jol-n thts g_ro,up lr-ere. Theyrve been'rlke yo,tr-ramiry rorso Iong. " And so he dld. He came anld walked over ina stood thereand they took a photo of that group. when r was talklng to BrothercrLssold, r saJ.d, "Brother clrssoro, when wlll we get to thatproJect?r' He sal-d "you tell Brother Anderson over there, that it,sgolng to be do_ne someday. rrrr pay for arr the pretimin.ry,ork.that needs to be done.,, 5---

And r know, Kariri, that one of the earry teachers here was aferrow by the name of Avard Falrbanks, that icurpturii famiry, youknow. He was a prJ.nter, but he was a teacher here and he wouldcatch the vLslon of that because he knew the boys as they wereyglklng l-n bull-dlng that. Avard knew them. A rine man. And rthink that would be somethlng that the old mLsslonarles woutd getbehind, and pay for that, and contrlbute to its constructionbecause it was an outstanding phase ln the Iife and the devetopmentof,l'the Church. They were called the "labor mlsslonarles" then.
L2
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And some of t!. best carpenters, the best brick masons, and thatwe have here in our community were young boys back then and th;tlearned their trade there.
They furfilred what Presl-dent McKay said when he dedlcated theschool- for thg- re_arning in New zealand. He made the remark thatIt had started bef,ore, the educational process, when the school wasstarted. That was, of course, when the boys first came as fifteen,sixteen, and eighteen years 9rd and pickid up a trower and got ahammer or a saw in their hands and ttiey uegari to buiia. so thosemen today, of course, a rot of their-chltdren have gone to ouruniversity and they are great tradesmen. r know it's going to bedone someday because President clissold made the statement that itwourd be. But sometimes we've got to nudge lt arong and herp ltarong, Kalirt. r think that wourd be a tiemendous fnirrg to iravethat because this was the _fi,r1t thing ,that iliiry biought .r=together agaln as chl-tdren of Lehi, BS 5ne peopte. And we,ir. goia lot to contribute to each other and we can herp each oth6r,different groups can herp each other, rove each other, rearn toIlve and work together and these are the fetrows that first broughiit about. That's how I feel about it, Kalili.
INT: A question on artifacts thatcontributed to the Center.

some of your family has

JE: Yes, well when r was a boy growing up r rived on an islandoff the northern coast of New zearand lhere. Accordino tolnformation that had been passed on, the great chief r.."pr"nu'.r=J$&uthat as an outpos-t during his raLds down to the southern part 6fNew zearand and my family's ancestors rlved there- on -*vgrandmotherrs side. while r was a boy rivlng there, vre used topick up arr these artifacts stones tor axes and warheads, andgreenstones, fish hooks, and everythtng arong from the differentbays that were there. And you courd iee uy- tne mounds and thehiLLs that there had been eoity-five pass there at one state. sothere was a lot of artifacts. werl,- when we came to Hawati webrought a lot of these over. My Dad sald, ,'why don'i yop take themtlt!- you and give them to the Center. " Which we did and now someof them are on display, some of them are stirl there. A tot ofthem are missing.

When we came over and brought the canoe and brought the crew overto assembte the carved vlli^gge r catt that the marae--,,r'm the
{-aorl King'r. Princess tr$$fhl wno *u" r"rtrumentat in estabrishingthat prace, gave me this cloak with her name on lt. sheappreciated what the church was trylng to do. And ao we broughtthis along with other artlfacts tnat we cottected Ln a differentparty. Tylie Davis from up north, who rater became the chief,helped me gather the kia kia and other materiars from the forestsup north. He gave me a lot of_t!" old dlgglng imprements that thevdug out of the swamp, out of his farm. - that swamp, when theidrained it, he found atl these things. And so those- were in the
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vLrlage there. r don't know how much there ls reft of them, butthose came from Tyrle Davldr colrectlon. so we had Eiomegreenstone, gome -of my famllyrs. Thoee 'were presented to me tobrLng over. r brought thesL all over wl-th -auout slx feathercloaks. TheLr varue is thousands and thousande of dorlars and so
!l.t has glven me some concern that we have rost some of those fromthe center. r hope those of them that stir"r have th"rn, that oneday they wlt l realize that they shourd be back where thby ueiong.Some were stolen out of there and taken. I do have pictures of thecroaks. And r do have pictures of some of the ar€ifact, 

"o-t;;;can be tdenttfled.
INT: Maybe I coutd get some copLes of those?

JE: r have them on srldes. r'rt show them to you the next tr_meyou come. IrlI get them out.
rNT: John, possJ.bre the rast questlon and r know you haveanswered that. already so many times and srp often, but what Ls therole of Dlvlntty Ln the bulldlng of the ceriter? vbu mentloned thatalready, you kno_w, and r Just want to know ,avu" 

-v"" 
knew someLnslde storles of the role of our Father in Heav6n rri the bultdlngof the center? Because you knew that there were great opposltlonln many thlngs 

, 
-

JE: Yes. weJ.r, r thlnk r was born wlth a testJ.mony of theGosper, KaLirl, and r rve aLways known the church nr", true and rdonrt thlnk there ls a tlme ln my rife where rrve ever doubtedthat. And rrve arways felt that tGaventy Father has been klnd to
!h. Polyneslans whorve been bressed and been taken out into thelslands to protect us.

INT: Isolated.

JE: And Lso}ated from other peoples. And when I came to HawalL,r saw the statue of Lehi bresslng hls son, Joseph. Actuatry, ii,;ln the Book of Mormon, the blesstng of that sonl wnere he promlsedhLs seed that they would t o.! be rltterry- destroyea ana tnai ah;twould be protected. And so that statue there r"irrtrmed to me thevarue of the Tempre, the Hawailan Tempre, and lts part tn resto"i;gthe truths of the Gospel to our peopre. r feer that thr-s whor6.program and lts hlstory, the part itrs played with our ancestors,readlng the missionaries to our peopre, and all these Tempres,thatrs Heavenly Father answerl-ng those promises he made to Lehl andJoseph. Not only them, but to our own ancestors who fLrst acceptedthe Gosper. r have had ln Ne$, zearand, as rrm sure there areothers in dlfferent cultures, some of our old peopte are greatpeopre, great peopre wlth spirlt. They have greaCteittmony oi tneGospeJ-, probably stronger than ours, and they knew that tieavenryFather would bless theLr chLrdren and descendants.

I pannot see thls could have been al-l brought about without the
L4
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hand of the Lord estabtlshlng the coltege flrst; and while l.t wasb9+ttg buLlt, .the PotynesJ-ari curtural center. Now r I ve heardwltnesses that have tord fr€, the ord peopre in Hawail nowBrother Kanahere was one and breerdent crrsiora tn"y said ti;;;saw the vlsl-on of the savlor. And r heard the testlmony of JosephFLeldJ-ng smlth when he saLd the savlor warked the beaches and sandsof Lale. Nors wlth atr thls, Katlli, how can we alrow anythLng tostop the mtght and strengttr of the church today? Ho, can $re, rnour own humble way, sJ.t back and not fight roi'lrre- irowth of thechurch and do everythlng ln our power to -pe the furfirrment of arlthose prophesles and statementi? And we can feer crose to theLord.

Now we know therets been a ,l,ot of opposLtlon in Lale and we knowthat where the- Goeper ls, that we d.it a rot or opposrtlon, thatsatan wlrr work and do everythtng rn his poerer t6"iear it down.But as .rotg as there are some who llve the cosper and lead ourpeople Ln rlghteousness, w€'re Just seelng tne uJgrnning
Presl-dent Kimball- rnade the remark, and r read it in thls book whenhe sal-d that he saw in a vrslon. He sald, 'r dreamed a dream.,,That was his exact words. He sald, ur dreamed a dream. rn mydream r saw rawyers, and r sar^r doctors. r saw buslnesamen. r gawgreat Leadere of-nat1ons, of countrles. r walked in front of theseand they were arr members of the church.,, A"d;;;- ;, we can see,
-tnt! feelJ-nq Ls in south America and more of thls i3 torng t. come.we know that the 'greatest mr-ssr.onary program today is amongst thedescendante of L,ehli that's the Laminite=. they'ie down in SouthAmerlca. And so from out of those countrles,' riom out of thePacifLc, that great stlck of Joseph had been 

".t aslde whenHeavenly Father moved Lehl and hls chltdren, the .rareartes, movedthem over to Amerlca.

And here vre are, Karlri. r am here. r donrt know why r arn here,really, except that I feel the Lord has imoved us. We irave . il;;;a nl-ce home Ln New zearand._ r rove my country, ana vet, here i-;;;struggllng here as r am. But we are- here rol' a p,rfjor", and thr-sis where the Lord wants us.

And so J-n your contributl.on, Katirl, remember that. Remember thatyour assignment has come to you because of the Center,- through V""".activlty wlth the Center and.that you've got a mteslon to-p5rr6r*.A1d lf you'tr stay crose to the Lord, ueitr rnspir"-v"" t. do thethJ.ngs that are necessary.

And sometimes, KalLll, norlr I can see the vlsLon to know what theLord wants for our people. rf they'rr but rlve the Gospel, Lftheyrll buLrd thelr Tempres, Lf they'lt go 
"ra,""x in thel_rTempLes and do the work for thelr kindred, inen thl_s whole thi;;;

!n1" whole program our chapets throughout the pacLfic, t[;PorynesLan curturar center, Brlgham voung unlverslty arl ofth$se thlngs and now the beautlful Temples that are being bultt in
15
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I rahttl and Samoa and Tonga, what a great and wonderful bt-essing.
And this is belng brought about by two things, I feel: One is

t because HeavenJ.y Father-loves us, His chtldreri, today and He wantsL them to be saved in Hls Klngdom; and the,other one is that He isanswering the prayers of those stalwarts, " our ancestors who lived
f- perhaps hundreds.of years B9o, but who accepted the Gospel and
t Joined the Church.

r Father Lehi He loved hlm and ls blessing hLs children. Nephi,
I lhe great son, hls great son, sent back to get those records,I they're all for a purpose -- the Book of Mormon. And so, you i<now,werre tied up in this whole thing. Our people are tted rlp in the
I restoration of the Gospel, in God's Churlh.-
I

When you think of the millions of peopte, I wonder sometimes how
I we could go away from the Church, how our people can go and fall
I ..way from the Church.How sill-y can we be? and we've gol alt these' blessings, and we know that Heavenly Father loves us. We have thePriesthood, and Yet, of course, some of us wLll stlll turn ourI backs on it.
I

My mother -was a great woman. She was a sLster, of course, to
I ?tewart Meha, 8s I mentioned before. She sald to fi€, she said,
I .Son,_if yourll serve HLm with your life, when you pass on, therels only one thing, one statement that you wiII -be worthy of. If
(. you.get that, You donrt need to worry." And I said, "Whal's that,
I Mother?" She said, "WeIt done, thou good and faithful servant. "I And r thought of that. And, of course, shers been passed on manyyears ago. My o1d mother knew what the Gospel Is about. She even
I told me that she had the prJ-vilege of seeing tne Three Nephites as
t -a 

young girl and she- had a great testJ-mony. Matthew Cowiey 1ovedher and lulackleby and President Hardy, some of the earry i,tlssLon
f lresldents. They knew my mother and reatly, she was a woman apart.
I lld 3 lot of this, I guess, I may have inhertted from my mo-ther,r- the love for the Church.

I xaIili, that's how r feel. After all, when the chips are down,I you can count out everythlng else. A11 you've got is- famity, th;
Church and your friends. And thatrs all that l*e's about. If we

I can do that here in Laie, and so bring this place up to where, you
I know, Lt would be like the City of Enoch. Laie courd be just tnesame. We can weed out, and we were weeded out because the Lord's
I not going to stand for a lot of this nonsense that goes on. Good
I Pgople come in and lLve here with the inftuence of the college,L- this will be an Eden alright.

And that's what my dream Is for Laie, that we can walk down ourstreets here and be safe and free to go to church and sl.ng on
Sunday and let the Polyneslan spirit come out and the A1oha spirit
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come out, whLch LE gnry thie frult of the Gosper anyway. Thatrsyha!-our people are known for. And thatrs our contrlbutlon to maketo the worrd is that ALoha spt-rlt, whJ.ch re [he -sprrlt of theGospel.

So, KalJ-I-L, thank..you very much.

rNT: Yes, thank you, John. Thank you for helptng. ThLe wj.lr bevery Lnterestlng.
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